News

by Hlancestry
https://www.newspapers.com/image/454673591

Livingston County Daily Press and Argus (Howell, Michigan) - Wed, Sep 21, 1988 - Page 1

Downloaded on Aug 9, 2021

Police investigating cross-burning

By Nicole Robertson  swwwamn

A relired black couple living in

Howell were the victims of racist
vandalism Friday night when so-
meone lit a six-fool wooden cross on
Lheir lawn

“I'm quite upsel about i, but
there's nol much you can do about
it—just deal with it,” saild Hemry
Griffirf, 62, who is L1l with cancer

No wilnesses have come forward,
and the Griffins didn't see the cross
until the next morning as it stood in a
small patch of charred grass.

The FBI has become involved in
the investigation because it is a civil
rights violation, said Lt. Larry Keily
of the sheriff's department. “‘We
really are at sort of a dead end,"” sald
FBI agent Gene Ward. “'We're golng
lo keep this case pending.” He said it
was '‘definilely not Klan-oriented.”

Henry Griffin and his wife, Shirley,
who have lived on Chilson Road for
the last four years, say friends and
neighbors have been extremely sup-
portive and outraged by the racist
act, which Is historically a
trademark of the Ku Klux Klan as a

doning it. We’'re nol going (o tolerate
it up bere.”” Regardless of who did
it, the Griffins say they would like to
have the matter resolved.
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